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Eaxpect allmanner of glowing
seacreatures for Lumins Festious’
ocean-themed event

BY ROSEMARY PONNEKANTT
Staff writer

By 7:30 p.m. Saturday night, it'll be getting
dark - which is why carrying lanterns
through the streets of Tacoma sounds like
agood idea. But lighting the oncoming
darkness isn’t
the only goal of

Tacoma’s annual LUMINS

Lumins Festivus: EREETY.
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the world to symbolize light and life.
Luminary festivals reach from North
Carolina to Nantucket, from Utah to
Tllinois.

For mobile luminaria - lightweight
lanterns lit with LED and carried
through the streets - Olympia is the local
h ight Its Muminated N

in light of (that you to make one.

mind)” Information:
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50, Lumins

participants have
been gathering at Good Karma yoga space

yweight.
kicks off the spring Procession of the
Species, and its lantern-lit Illuminated
Ball cach February raises funds for
the Procession. Both are filled with
illuminated of birds,

(o make lumit helped along
with supplies and advice from artist Samitha
Hendrickson. Every Wednesday night, the
two cushion-filled front rooms are loaded up
with bamboo reed, tissue paper and Elmer’s
glue to help participants make an art form
that goes back centuries.

From the Chinese lantern tradition that has
its latest incarnation as giant satin flowers,
bridges and pagodas at the Washington State
Fair, (o the thousands of illuminated paper
bags outside Mexican churches at Christmas
time, luminaria have been used around

jellyfish, mushrooms, dinosaurs and
mythical beasts, bobbing like soft stars
in a dark night. Tacoma’s First Night is
also growing as a luminary procession,
with each year of the New Year’s Eve
event seeing a new illuminated sculpture
in the shape of that year’s Asian zodiac
animal. (Coming up in 2013: a Trojan-
style horse.)

‘And now the Lumins Festivus joins
the fun, with 80 people taking part in
lastyear’s procession to the Pantages,

carrying displays of stars, moons and
even a giant praying mantis.

“Olympia really inspired us big-time;’
says Martin. “They've given us a lot of
advice and help”

As part of his goal to use the festival to
educate people on environmental issucs,
Martin is theming this year’s Lumins
around the ocean, with descriptions of
and links to local organizations like the
Surfrider Foundation and SAMI on his
website tacomaoutsidersguide.com. All
this year’s luminarics are inspired by the
oceanic theme.

“None of us wants too much more
detritus in the ocean,” Martin says. “The
premise is simple - if you disturb the
reproductivity of a species, you increase its
mortality. That species will then die out”

Around the table at Good Karma,
experts and neophytes alike get to work.
As Hendrickson and Martin bring over
afat fish, a couple of stars, an cel, a
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